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The Nobel Prize for Literature is awarded,
according to the will of Swedish inventor and
industrialist Alfred Bernhard Nobel, “to those
who, during the preceding year, shall have
conferred the greatest benefit on mankind” in
the field of literature. It is conferred by the
Swedish Academy in Stockholm.

The table provides a list of winners of the Nobel
Prize for Literature.

year name country*
literary

area

*Nationality given is the citizenship of the recipient at the
time the award was made. Prizes may be withheld or not
awarded in years when no worthy recipient can be found or
when the world situation (e.g., World Wars I and II) prevents
the gathering of information needed to reach a decision.

**Prize awarded in 2019.

1901
Sully
Prudhomme

France poet

1902
Theodor
Mommsen

Germany historian

1903
Bjørnstjerne
Martinius
Bjørnson

Norway
novelist,
poet,
dramatist

1904 José Echegaray
y Eizaguirre

Spain dramatist

Frédéric Mistral France poet

1905
Henryk
Sienkiewicz

Poland novelist

1906 Giosuè Carducci Italy poet

1907 Rudyard Kipling U.K.
poet,
novelist

1908
Rudolf
Christoph
Eucken

Germany philosopher

1909 Selma Lagerlöf Sweden novelist

1910
Paul Johann
Ludwig von
Heyse

Germany
poet,
novelist,
dramatist

1911
Maurice
Maeterlinck

Belgium dramatist

1912
Gerhart
Hauptmann

Germany dramatist

1913
Rabindranath
Tagore

India poet

1915 Romain Rolland France novelist

1916
Verner von
Heidenstam

Sweden poet

1917 Karl Gjellerup Denmark novelist

Henrik
Pontoppidan

Denmark novelist

1918
Erik Axel
Karlfeldt
(declined)

Sweden poet

1919 Carl Spitteler Switzerland
poet,
novelist

1920 Knut Hamsun Norway novelist

1921 Anatole France France novelist

1922
Jacinto
Benavente y
Martínez

Spain dramatist

1923
William Butler
Yeats

Ireland poet

1924
Władysław
Stanisław
Reymont

Poland novelist

1925
George Bernard
Shaw

Ireland dramatist

1926 Grazia Deledda Italy novelist

1927 Henri Bergson France philosopher

1928 Sigrid Undset Norway novelist

1929 Thomas Mann Germany novelist

1930 Sinclair Lewis U.S. novelist

1931

Erik Axel
Karlfeldt
(posthumous
award)

Sweden poet

1932
John
Galsworthy

U.K. novelist

1933
Ivan
Alekseyevich
Bunin

U.S.S.R.
poet,
novelist

1934 Luigi Pirandello Italy dramatist

1936 Eugene O'Neill U.S. dramatist

1937
Roger Martin du
Gard

France novelist

1938 Pearl Buck U.S. novelist

1939
Frans Eemil
Sillanpää

Finland novelist

1944
Johannes V.
Jensen

Denmark novelist

1945 Gabriela Mistral Chile poet

1946 Hermann Hesse Switzerland novelist

1947 André Gide France
novelist,
essayist

1948 T.S. Eliot U.K. poet, critic

1949 William Faulkner U.S. novelist

1950 Bertrand Russell U.K. philosopher

1951 Pär Lagerkvist Sweden novelist

1952
François
Mauriac

France
poet,
novelist,
dramatist

1953
Sir Winston
Churchill

U.K.
historian,
orator

1954
Ernest
Hemingway

U.S. novelist

1955 Halldór Laxness Iceland novelist

1956
Juan Ramón
Jiménez

Spain poet

1957 Albert Camus France
novelist,
dramatist

1958

Boris
Leonidovich
Pasternak
(declined)

U.S.S.R.
novelist,
poet

1959
Salvatore
Quasimodo

Italy poet

1960
Saint-John
Perse

France poet

1961 Ivo Andric Yugoslavia novelist

1962 John Steinbeck U.S. novelist

1963 George Seferis Greece poet

1964
Jean-Paul
Sartre
(declined)

France
philosopher,
dramatist

1965
Mikhail
Aleksandrovich
Sholokhov

U.S.S.R. novelist

1966 S.Y. Agnon Israel novelist

Nelly Sachs Sweden poet

1967
Miguel Ángel
Asturias

Guatemala novelist

1968
Kawabata
Yasunari

Japan novelist

1969 Samuel Beckett Ireland
novelist,
dramatist

1970
Aleksandr
Isayevich
Solzhenitsyn

U.S.S.R. novelist

1971 Pablo Neruda Chile poet

1972 Heinrich Böll West Germany novelist

1973 Patrick White Australia novelist

1974 Eyvind Johnson Sweden novelist

Harry Martinson Sweden
novelist,
poet

1975
Eugenio
Montale

Italy poet

1976 Saul Bellow U.S. novelist

1977
Vicente
Aleixandre

Spain poet

1978
Isaac Bashevis
Singer

U.S. novelist

1979 Odysseus Elytis Greece poet

1980 Czesław Miłosz U.S. poet

1981 Elias Canetti Bulgaria
novelist,
essayist

1982
Gabriel García
Márquez

Colombia
novelist,
journalist,
social critic

1983
Sir William
Golding

U.K. novelist

1984 Jaroslav Seifert Czechoslovakia poet

1985 Claude Simon France novelist

1986 Wole Soyinka Nigeria
dramatist,
poet

1987 Joseph Brodsky U.S.
poet,
essayist

1988 Naguib Mahfouz Egypt novelist

1989
Camilo José
Cela

Spain novelist

1990 Octavio Paz Mexico
poet,
essayist

1991
Nadine
Gordimer

South Africa novelist

1992 Derek Walcott Saint Lucia poet

1993 Toni Morrison U.S. novelist

1994 Oe Kenzaburo Japan novelist

1995 Seamus Heaney Ireland poet

1996
Wisława
Szymborska

Poland poet

1997 Dario Fo Italy
dramatist,
actor

1998 José Saramago Portugal novelist

1999 Günter Grass Germany novelist

2000 Gao Xingjian France
novelist,
dramatist

2001 Sir V.S. Naipaul Trinidad novelist

2002 Imre Kertész Hungary novelist

2003 J.M. Coetzee South Africa novelist

2004 Elfriede Jelinek Austria
novelist,
dramatist

2005 Harold Pinter U.K. dramatist

2006 Orhan Pamuk Turkey novelist

2007 Doris Lessing U.K. novelist

2008
Jean-Marie
Gustave Le
Clézio

France
novelist,
essayist

2009 Herta Müller Germany novelist

2010
Mario Vargas
Llosa

Peru
novelist,
dramatist

2011
Tomas
Tranströmer

Sweden poet

2012 Mo Yan China
novelist,
short-story
writer

2013 Alice Munro Canada
short-story
writer

2014 Patrick Modiano France novelist

2015
Svetlana
Alexievich

Belarus
journalist,
prose writer

2016 Bob Dylan U.S.
singer,
songwriter

2017 Kazuo Ishiguro U.K. novelist

2018** Olga Tokarczuk Poland
novelist,
poet,
essayist

2019 Peter Handke Austria

novelist,
poet,
essayist,
playwright

2020 Louise Glück U.S. poet

2021
Abdulrazak
Gurnah

Tanzania novelist

2022 Annie Ernaux France
novelist,
memoirist

2023 Jon Fosse Norway
novelist,
playwright,
poet

2024 Han Kang South Korea novelist

This article was most recently revised and updated by
Amy Tikkanen.
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Nobel Prize, any of the prizes (five in number
until 1969, when a sixth was added) that are
awarded annually from a fund bequeathed for
that purpose by the Swedish inventor and
industrialist Alfred Nobel. The Nobel Prizes are
widely regarded as the most prestigious awards
given for intellectual achievement in the world.
To browse Nobel Prize winners alphabetically,
chronologically, and by prize, see below.

In the will he drafted in 1895, Nobel instructed
that most of his fortune be set aside as a fund
for the awarding of five annual prizes “to those
who, during the preceding year, shall have
conferred the greatest benefit on mankind.”
These prizes as established by his will are the
Nobel Prize for Physics, the Nobel Prize for
Chemistry, the Nobel Prize for Physiology or
Medicine, the Nobel Prize for Literature, and
the Nobel Prize for Peace. The first distribution
of the prizes took place on December 10, 1901,
the fifth anniversary of Nobel’s death. An
additional award, the Sveriges Riksbank Prize in
Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel,
was established in 1968 by the Bank of Sweden
and was first awarded in 1969. Although not
technically a Nobel Prize, it is identified with
the award; its winners are announced with the
Nobel Prize recipients, and the Prize in
Economic Sciences is presented at the Nobel
Prize Award Ceremony.

After Nobel’s death, the Nobel Foundation was
set up to carry out the provisions of his will and
to administer his funds. In his will, he had
stipulated that four different institutions—three
Swedish and one Norwegian—should award the
prizes. From Stockholm, the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences confers the prizes for
physics, chemistry, and economics, the
Karolinska Institute confers the prize for
physiology or medicine, and the Swedish
Academy confers the prize for literature. The
Norwegian Nobel Committee based in Oslo
confers the prize for peace. The Nobel
Foundation is the legal owner and functional
administrator of the funds and serves as the
joint administrative body of the prize-awarding
institutions, but it is not concerned with the
prize deliberations or decisions, which rest
exclusively with the four institutions.

The selection process

The prestige of the Nobel Prize stems in part
from the considerable research that goes into
the selection of the prizewinners. Although the
winners are announced in October and
November, the selection process begins in the
early autumn of the preceding year, when the
prize-awarding institutions invite more than
6,000 individuals to propose, or nominate,
candidates for the prizes. Some 1,000 people
submit nominations for each prize, and the
number of nominees usually ranges from 100 to
about 250. Among those nominating are Nobel
laureates, members of the prize-awarding
institutions themselves; scholars active in the
fields of physics, chemistry, economics, and
physiology or medicine; and officials and
members of diverse universities and learned
academies. The respondents must supply a
written proposal that details their candidates’
worthiness. Self-nomination automatically
disqualifies the nominee. Prize proposals must
be submitted to the Nobel Committees on or
before January 31 of the award year.

On February 1 the six Nobel Committees—one
for each prize category—start their work on the
nominations received. Outside experts are
frequently consulted during the process in order
to help the committees determine the originality
and significance of each nominee’s contribution.
During September and early October the Nobel
Committees have accomplished their work and
submit their recommendations to the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences and the other
prize-awarding institutions. A committee’s
recommendation is usually but not invariably
followed. The deliberations and the voting
within these institutions are secret at all stages.
The final decision by the awarders must be
made by November 15. Prizes may be given only
to individuals, except the Peace Prize, which
may also be conferred upon an institution. An
individual may not be nominated
posthumously, but a winner who dies before
receiving the prize may be awarded it
posthumously, as with Dag Hammarskjöld (for
peace; 1961), Erik Axel Karlfeldt (for literature;
1931), and Ralph M. Steinman (for physiology
or medicine; 2011). (Steinman was named a
winner several days after his death, which was
unbeknownst to the Nobel Assembly. It was
decided that he would remain a Nobel laureate,
since the purpose of the posthumous rule was to
prevent prizes being deliberately awarded to
deceased individuals.) The awards may not be
appealed. Official support, whether diplomatic
or political, for a certain candidate has no
bearing on the award process because the prize
awarders, as such, are independent of the state.
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Nobel Prize  The obverse side of the Nobel Prize medals for
Physics, Chemistry, Physiology or Medicine, and Literature.
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Nobel Prize medal for Physics and Chemistry
(reverse) The reverse side of the Nobel Prize medal awarded
for both Physics and Chemistry.
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Nobel Prize medal for Physiology or Medicine
(reverse) The reverse side of the Nobel Prize medal
for Physiology or Medicine.
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How Nobel Peace Prize winner Leymah Gbowee
defines peace Gbowee was awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize for her work to advance the safety and rights of…
women in Liberia.
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Nobel Prize winners by category (literature)
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